
To all our dear donkey friends, big and  
small, I want to write this foreword straight 
from my heart. 
 
For many years you have followed us, helping 
in any way you can, and that makes it hard 
for me to choose specific people to thank, 
because everyone who cares for our donkeys 
is special. You are all special to us. 
Again this past year we received so much 
support, and it means the world to me. It 
makes our work easier, though still not light. 
 
Right now we care for 830 donkeys, from very 
young to very old (49 years at the moment). 
We do this with our whole heart and soul, and 
thanks to all the help we receive from you as 
sponsors, adoptive parents, and donors, we 
can keep going without worry. I would give 
you all a big hug if I could. Thank you, thank 
you, and thank you again. 

Even though more donkeys keep appearing 
on the streets and the government still does 
not want to listen to us, we will keep helping 
wherever we are needed. Please continue 
to support us, because we cannot manage 
without you. And if there is some financial 
space this month, please consider giving us 
some extra help and keep us in your heart.

My partner Ed and I thank everyone who 
supports us and we wish you all a good, 
healthy, and happy 2026.

With love,
Marina & Ed
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Three days before the June 
newsletter went out, Leidy gave 

birth to a beautiful dark little 
boy. Small in size but perfectly 

healthy. We named him Bronco.

Two weeks after Marc was born, Kona also 
gave birth in broad daylight to her little boy. 

Donkeys usually give birth at night, and by 
morning the newborns can already walk. So 
it was quite special to see this little one take 
his very first steps. He is named after Suuz’s 

cat: Chipito. Marc and Chipito are almost 
the same age and are best friends!

Pepper wasn’t mentioned in the 
previous newsletter because we 
weren’t yet sure if she was pregnant. 
But yes, early in the morning on 
August 12, Pepper also gave birth to a 
beautiful son. We named him Marc.
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Kirk and Beertje are already growing into strong young boys. Bea 
came in only recently and still needs a bit of time to get used to 
us, but just like always, she will grow into a big girl too.

You may remember Kemba from the previous 
newsletter. She is now more than 11 months old 
and has grown into a sweet, healthy, slightly 
cheeky little lady. Kemba still gets special foal 
milk from us four times a day. Did you know that 
a foal normally drinks from its mother for more 
than a year?

In the past six months, three orphaned foals have 
come in again, sadly after losing their mothers, 
often due to car accidents.

Kirk, Beertje and Bea

Kemba

 ORPHANED FOALS 
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In the June newsletter we told the story of the 
“Goto girl” who was found lying in Gotomeer. 
She was dehydrated, weak, and her whole 
fluid balance was off. 
 
After a long period of intensive care, she 
slowly recovered. She is now in the care 
meadow together with her friends. Back then 
we called her “Goto girl,” but she now goes by 
the name Riley.

In September, several donkeys  
moved to the big park again. 
 
Aza, Orzo, Sava, Elif, Kik, Novi and Edem 
can now start exploring the park too!

Riley (“Goto girl”)

 Donkeys to
the big park

 ORPHANED FOALS 
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Two months ago our new website  
went online. Have you seen it yet?  
www.donkeysanctuary.org 
 
We are looking for someone who can make a 
nice short promo video about our sanctuary. 
Are you, or do you know, someone who can 
help us with this? Please send an email to: 
donkeypalapa@gmail.com

Sadly, despite all the good moments, 
we also have to share that so far this 
year, 52 donkeys have already lost their 
lives in traffic…

On 17 November we had a very special visitor: Her 
Royal Highness Princess Beatrix. Beatrix was on a 
work trip to the island and used her free day to 
pay a private visit to our sanctuary. She was very 
impressed by everything Marina has built here. She 
gave warm compliments about the steady and 
careful work that Marina and her helpers do every 
day. It was a lovely experience and felt like a real 
crown on all the hard work.
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New website

Many collisions

Visit Beatrix
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Fun Christmas gifts!

 NEW ITEMS 

Still looking for a nice Christmas gift? 
Be sure to stop by our souvenir shop. 
We have our familiar favorites, plus several 
fun new items.

Baby items from Sterntaler: 
musical donkeys, rattles,  

and comfort cloths.

The book “10 Animal  
di Boneiru” designed by 
Deviate Creative Studio

Kids 
t-shirts 

& sturdy 
cotton 
bags
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Make the donkeys happy this Christmas, donate!

INGB Bank
(Netherlands - Euros)
IBAN: NL 82 INGB 0003921224
t.a.v. M.M. Melis – Inzake Donkeys Help
Bic: INGBNL2A (voor buitenlandse overboekingen)

Maduro & Curiels Bank
(Bonaire - Dollars)
# 10878904 Stichting Donkeys Help
Bic/swift: MCBKBQBN

Pay Pal
hulpvoorezels@gmail.com

Geef Gratis
www.geef.nl/nl/doneer?charity=6211

Looking for a special Christmas gift?
Or would you like to do something good for 
others this Christmas? 
Then adopt a donkey! At the moment we care 
for 830 donkeys, so there are plenty to choose 
from! To make it a bit easier, we have a small 
selection of donkeys on our website. Take 
a look there, or stop by and pick one out in 
person (or let the donkey pick you!). 

Adopt a donkey!

If you would like to report a donkey in distress on Bonaire we are available via telephone 24 hours a day! 
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This year we again want to thank our adopters, 
sponsors and donors. Thank you for helping 
and supporting us so we can keep caring for 
our donkeys!

Would you like to become a sponsor too? Or 
would you like to sponsor a shade roof in the 
park, so the donkeys have even more shady 
spots? Feel free to send an email for more 
information to donkeypalapa@gmail.com

Extra shade 
roofs needed

http://www.geef.nl/nl/doneer?charity=6211 
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Help the donkeys!

Want to read more news?

Caring for more than 800 donkeys at our 
sanctuary — and providing emergency medical 
help to those in need — requires funding. Stichting 
Donkeys Help is a non-profit organization 
that relies entirely on donations, gifts, and the 
incredible work of volunteers and interns. 
 
By visiting us, you’re already supporting the 
donkeys — 100% of your entrance fee goes directly 
toward their care. All other income, like drinks and 
souvenir sales, also goes entirely to benefit our 
hundreds of sweet donkeys. 
 
You can also adopt a donkey! You’ll receive a fun 
adoption certificate and a photo of the donkey 
you’ve chosen. You’re welcome to visit your 
adopted donkey as often as you like — without 
paying an entrance fee. With each adoption, we’re 
able to provide a donkey with a full year of water, 
food, and medical care. 
 
Of course, any donation is greatly appreciated — 
or maybe your company would like to sponsor us 
or donate materials? 
 
Are you interested in volunteering or doing an 
internship as part of an animal care study? 
Then please get in touch with us! 
 
Any help for the donkeys is more than welcome! 

You receive our newsletter twice a year — 
but of course, there’s always much more 
happening at the donkey sanctuary! 
 
Would you like to stay more regularly updated 
on the daily life and stories of the donkeys on 
Bonaire? Then follow us on Facebook:  
@DonkeySanctuary

 
We are incredibly proud of our sponsor, Dutch Farm. 
Thanks to your support, our donkeys stay healthy and happy. 
A heartfelt thank you for your generosity!

Once again, we’d like to thank all  
our sponsors, donors, and visitors  
for your support, donations, and visits 
to our donkeys! 
 
We hope you enjoyed reading  
our newsletter once again. 
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For donations in US dollars:
Maduro & Curiel’s Bank Bonaire
Account number: 10878904 in the 
name of Stichting Donkeys Help
Swift: MCBKBQBN

For donations in Euros: 
lNG Bank Nederland
IBAN: NL 82 INGB 0003921224
t.n.v. Mevrouw M.M. Melis - 
inzake Donkeys Help
Swift: INGBNL2A

Donkey Sanctuary Bonaire
P.O. Box # 331,
Bonaire
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